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SEARCHING

● Do you ever seek out information by and from other nonprofits?
○ If yes, where do you usually go when you search?
○ If no , where do you search for information for work generally? Google? 

Community Scholars Portal?
● Why is that your go -to? What are the advantages of using it?



AGENDA

By the end of this workshop, you will 
be able to:

● Iden tify fea tures of the  Policy 
Com m ons da tabase

● Define  grey lite ra ture
● Expla in  why grey lite ra tu re  in  the  

Policy Com m ons da tabase  m ight 
be  use fu l

In  th is workshop:

● Overview of Policy Com m ons
● Com pare  schola rly and  “grey” 

lite ra ture
● How to access Policy Com m ons
● Exam ine  fea tures of Policy 

Com m ons
● Try ou t a  search



WHAT IS                     ?

● New database - released in November 2020
● Research from policy experts, nonpartisan think 

tanks, IGOs and NGOs - “grey” literature
● The founder reports that “[s]ome of the content 

is exclusive to Policy Commons, including the 
complete historical output of organizations 
dating as far back as 1920” (Announcement 
quoted in Cambridge Ejournals)

● Directory of organizations
● Ability to contribute





http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4L1oCJI9_VA


WHY MIGHT                     BE USEFUL?

● Sources disappear from the web, broken links
● One unified place to search
● Can be tough to find information for nonprofits, 

by nonprofits
○ Google is limited, predictions may not fit our unique 

needs







SCHOLARLY VS.GREY LITERATURE

GREY: 
● Outside traditional publishing and distribution 

channels
● Ex. reports, policy literature, working papers, 

newsletters, govt documents, speeches, white 
papers, urban plans 

● “On the ground” organizations – govt agencies, 
nonprofits, industry 

● Not beholden to same processes as journals:
○ Can be more current, detailed
○ Not usually peer -reviewed so quality needs 

to be assessed

SCHOLARLY: 
● Journals – written by 

faculty/researchers/scholars
● Technical or scholarly language
● Full citations
● Information about the authors
● Often peer -reviewed or 

refereed
● Published by academic 

organizations 



ASSESSING GREY LITERATURE

● Authority
○ Who is the creator? What kind of authority is 

useful/respected in your context?
● Value

○ Monetary, influence, education
○ What value does the work you create have to your 

organization?
○ How might the way a work is valued affect its 

creation?



ASSESSING GREY LITERATURE

● Creation process
○ Clues in the documents to creation process

■ Vs. academic journals - detail on process
○ Take a few minutes to consider then discuss:

■ What do you know about how documents are 
created in your organization?

■ Where does the information in those documents 
come from?

■ Who does the writing? Editing? Designing?
■ Where do those documents go once they’ve been 

created?
■ Do you think these elements of the creation process 

affect the final product? If so, how?



Questions



communityscholars.ca















TRY IT YOURSELF

When we return:

● Did  you  find  any fea tures or 
a rticle s tha t seem  use fu l?

● Did  you  find  anyth ing tha t 
surprised  you?

● Did  you  encounte r any issues?

Try a  search  re levan t to  your work! 
Use a  few:

● Filte rs
● Tabs



Questions



Lower Mainland:

Heather De Forest
heather_de_forest@sfu.ca
778-782-7322

Non-profits referred by UBC:
Aleha  McCauley
a leha .m ccau ley@ubc.ca
604-827-3906

Non-profits referred by KPU:
Kelsey Chaban
ke lsey.chaban@kpu.ca
604.599.3236

Vancouver Island:

Dana McFarland
Dana .McFarland@viu .ca
250.740.6332

Northern British Columbia:

Kealin  McCabe
m ccabek@unbc.ca
250.960.6473
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● https://www.lib.sfu.ca/help/research -assistance/finding -evaluating -
resources#evaluating -sources
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