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    Wet’suwet’en solidarity letter – SFU Decolonizing the Library Interest Group 

 

To Whom it May Concern, 

 
The SFU Decolonizing the Library Interest Group is a group of Indigenous and settler faculty and staff from SFU 
Libraries who are committed to engaging in the work of Decolonizing, Indigenization, and Reconciliation. We do 
this work on the traditional, unceded, shared, and rightful Coast Salish territories of the xʷməθkʷəy̓əm (Musqueam), 
Sḵwx̱wú7mesh (Squamish), Səl̓ílwətaɬ (Tsleil-Waututh), q̓íc̓əy̓ (Katzie), and kʷikʷəƛ̓əm (Kwikwetlem) Nations.  
 
We are writing to express our solidarity with the Wet’suwet’en People, their Clan Governance Systems, and their 
Hereditary Chiefs. We are also writing to condemn the violent actions of the Canadian Government and the RCMP, 
who have been using the rule of law as a defense to justify their actions.  
 
We take exception to this defense, in recognition of the following: 
 
1. The Canadian system of law has been imposed upon Indigenous Peoples in the lands now known as Canada 

through generations of colonial violence. These laws were created to systematically dispossess, displace, and 
disempower Indigenous Peoples in their own territories. Furthermore, these “Canadian laws” were imposed on 
top of existing systems of law and governance, as the Wet’suwet’en Hereditary Chiefs have been calling upon 
us all to remember since they first issued their opposition to the Coastal Gas Link expansion project. 
Attempting to take cover in the “rule of law” fails to account for the ways that Canadian law is, itself, a system 
of colonial violence.  

 
2. The landmark case Delgamuukw v British Columbia (1997) recognized that Aboriginal title had never been 

extinguished in unceded Indigenous territories, including those that are now directly under attack. The Supreme 
Court of Canada has therefore recognized and upheld Indigenous ownership of traditional lands. Any true and 
thorough engagement with the law would therefore necessitate negotiation between representatives of the 
Canadian system of governance and representatives of the Clan system of governance. This is, indeed, what the 
Hereditary Chiefs have been calling for and what Canadian politicians have refused to do. Instead, Canada has 
shamefully chosen to criminalize the Clan Governance System, its representatives, and many who have stood in 
solidarity.  
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Were Canadian law sufficient to protect the interests of Indigenous Peoples, we would not need the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP). As it stands, British Columbia committed to 
implementation of the UN Declaration in November 2019. The actions taken by the Government of British 
Columbia are not in any way aligned with the commitment we so recently made.  
 
We call our government to account for the violence that has been perpetrated in unceded Wet’suwet’en territories 
and across Turtle Island against those standing in solidarity.  
 
We reiterate our colleagues from the SFU Institute for the Humanities’ call for the Canadian Government to fulfill 
its obligations under UNDRIP, BCDRIP, and the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s Calls to Action.  
 
We echo our Indigenous Studies’ colleagues in their support of the Wet’suwet’en “to maintain their HomeLand and 
to live in their legal, justified, enshrined rights to the unceded Nation and Home.” 
 
We affirm the need for “Free, Prior, and Informed Consent,” including consent from the Hereditary Chiefs, in 
keeping with Wet’suwet’en Clan Governance. We emphasize that consultation is not consent.  
 
Alongside the UN Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, we state that the RCMP must be 
immediately withdrawn from Wet’suwet’en territory, and work must begin to make reparations with those who 
have been under attack.  
 
We urge our colleagues at SFU and beyond to join us in solidarity.  

 
In solidarity,  
 
The SFU Decolonizing the Library Interest Group  

 

http://www.sfu.ca/humanities-institute/news---analysis/1142020.html
https://www.sfu.ca/indg/news-events/rights-justice-solidarity-with-wet-suwet-en.html

