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Research prompts

1. Group presentations 

Working in groups of 4, you will research a dance tradition or form of your choosing. You will discuss when it 
began, why it emerged, the social/art context of the time and how this informed it, the aesthetic /  movement 
elements, how it evolved, seminal teachers/artists/works, etc.    

It will be 10 minutes in length and alongside your oral presentation you will incorporate power-point, and a 
small live physical demonstration. Each member of the group will also write their own 300-word summary of the 
research process to hand in on the day of the presentation.

The presentation gives you the opportunity to bring in a dance history that is not covered in class. 

Some possible topics: social dance (global, local, etc.), folk dance (global, local, etc.), dance in/on social 
media, martial arts, sport, circus, musicals, break-dancing, K-Pop, …and so many more."

2. Research Paper (1000-1250 words + works cited) 

Topic choice based on prompts, develop a hypothesis and argument, drawing on a dance artist/s and their 
artwork/s, and 3 sources (additional to artwork/s). 
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Research 
planning

• Research a dance tradition or form
• When it began 

• Why it emerged

• The social/art context of the time and impact

• The aesthetic /  movement elements

• How it evolved

• Seminal teachers/artists/works, etc.

• Group work:
• How to share the research strategies and results

• How to track your process for the summary of the 
research process 



How will you start your research?

Trisha Brown "Walking Down the Side of a Building" - 1970 Carol Gooddan 

Buzzfeed. “Dance through history”. 2017. https://youtu.be/8FtokXJYLYY



SFU Library collection 

• Materials selected to support the teaching and research at SFU

• Includes digital (text, video, streaming) and physical (print, DVD, videotape) 

• Includes records of creative and critical research in dance history:

• Overviews of dance history and specific practices

• Critical, in-depth discussions  

• Performance reviews

• Biographies of dancers and choreographers

• Videos of performance

• Created by experts: academic researchers, practitioners, journalists

• Specialized search tools to identify and locate relevant materials



CA 127 Dance History Research Guide

Start at SFU Library homepage



Search tools  
• Overviews of topics in specialized encyclopedias, with lists of further 

reading

• Library catalogue search to find 

• Critical, in-depth discussions in books, articles, book chapters

• Biographies of dancers, choreographers, companies

• Histories of dance practice

• Article databases to find

• Shorter, more focused discussions in articles and book chapters

• Performance review articles in newspapers, performance 
magazines  

• Library video collection, streaming video databases



Background
Information / 
Overview



Finding expert support
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