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Presentation Notes
If you’re adapting or creating an open resource, you’re likely going to incorporate material created by others – such as figures and diagrams, maps or other images, existing OERs or open texts, or multimedia. The content you include needs to be openly licensed to make it easier for you to share your work for others to adapt and use.

Some suggested sources for open content:
OERs: https://www.lib.sfu.ca/help/research-assistance/format-type/oer/finding-evaluating-open-educational-resources
Open access scholarly journals and articles: https://doaj.org/
Openly-licensed photos, images: https://search.creativecommons.org/
Other image sources (note these are not all openly licensed!): https://www.lib.sfu.ca/help/research-assistance/format-type/online-images/websites

Image credits:
Diagram by Creative Stall, CC BY (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.ast), from thenounproject.com, https://thenounproject.com/term/diagram/1185555/ 
India map by Randomhero, CC BY (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.ast), from thenounproject.com, https://thenounproject.com/term/india-map/2522023/
Essay by Romain Potier, CC BY (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.ast), from thenounproject.com, https://thenounproject.com/term/essay/2201456/
Video by Alfa Design, CC BY (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.ast), from thenounproject.com, https://thenounproject.com/term/video/871325/
Book by pejyt, CC BY (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.ast), from thenounproject.com, https://thenounproject.com/term/book/2520558/
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Creative Commons licenses are the most common way to indicate the a work can be openly reused. CC licenses provide up-front permission to do a variety of things with the work, without having to contact the rightsholder for permission each time. Remember that the rightsholder can still grant permission for requests to do things beyond the terms of the license (e.g., something commercial with a work that is licensed for non-commercial use only). And users always have access to the user rights in the Copyright Act, regardless of the license on the work.

There are six different CC licenses, made up of different combinations of the four conditions:
BY means Attribution, and requires the creator to be credited any time the work is used.
SA means Share Alike, and requires that if you modify or adapt the work you apply the same license to your resulting work.
NC means Non-Commercial, and prohibits commercial use of the work.
ND means No Derivatives, and prohibits making any adaptations to the work – licenses with this condition are not very common in OERs, OA, and other open work because the point of working openly is to let others reuse and build upon your work.

There are also two CC markings for work in the public domain. The top one is for work in which copyright has expired, or the work was never protected by copyright in the first place. (Note that the term of copyright protection is different in different countries – a work in the public domain in one country may still be protected by copyright in another.) CC0 indicates that the creator or rightsholder has voluntarily released the work into the public domain, essentially waiving their rights. These are not licenses because there’s no copyright in these works to be licensed, but they do indicate that there are usually no restrictions to using these works.

Image credits:
Icons by Creative Commons, CC BY (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.ast), https://creativecommons.org/about/downloads
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Because of the different combinations of conditions on CC licenses, some of the licenses are more open than others. Public domain and CC0 have no restrictions or conditions. CC BY (Attribution) is the most open, requiring only attribution and permitting absolutely any use of the work by anyone. At the opposite end, because ND (No Derivatives) licenses don’t permit any adaptations to be made, they are the most restrictive—other than all rights reserved (full copyright, no license applied).

When you incorporate existing content into your open work, the license you apply to your work as a whole won’t necessarily change the license of that content. For example, I’ve licensed these slides CC BY-NC, or attribution-non-commercial, but this chart is licensed CC BY. I can’t further restrict the terms on content I didn’t create, of course, so this chart is still CC BY, even within my CC BY-NC slides.

This does mean it needs to be really clear in your work that the incorporated contents do have their own licenses, and what those licenses are, e.g., links to the source and CC license details in this caption. The other thing I’ve done, on the first slide, is indicated that some contents may have different licenses. This lets users know to watch out for that and not assume that everything in here is licensed one way.

Image credits:
Creative Commons license spectrum by Shaddim, CC BY (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.ast), via Wikimedia Commons. https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Creative_commons_license_spectrum.svg
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If you’re integrating things in a more enmeshed way where you can’t easily separate out the individual elements, you’d have to use the more restrictive of the two licenses on the resulting work, but still cite the original underlying work and its original license.

There are some licenses which just can’t be combined. Since a no derivatives license doesn’t let you make any changes to a work, you can’t adapt or combine ND-licensed content with other works. And since a share alike license requires any resulting adaptation to be licensed the same way, it’s not compatible with some of the others.

Image credits:
License Compatibility Chart by Creative Commons, CC BY (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.ast), https://wiki.creativecommons.org/wiki/Wiki/cc_license_compatibility
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