
DOES FAIR DEALING OR ANOTHER     
                                EXCEPTION APPLY? 
See the Instructors  at 
copyright.sfu.ca for what you can do 
with copyright protected works for 
teaching purposes, or contact the 
Copyright Office (copy@sfu.ca) with 
any questions.

COPYRIGHT ACT

COPYRIGHT DECISION TREE
SFU employees have the responsibility to abide by Canada’s                          and by the University’s own copyright policies.
This decision tree will help you determine whether you can use a copyright protected work in the way you would like to.

IS THE WORK PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT? 
Material not protected by copyright includes material 
in the public domain and material lacking in creativity 
or originality such as data, facts or ideas.  FAQs 
at copyright.sfu.ca can help you.

IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO USE THIS MATERIAL, YOU COULD:
• ask the copyright holder for permission to use the

work in this way,
• adapt the material, repurpose the data in your own

way or paraphrase (with attribution in each case),
• provide a link to the work instead,
• remove the work, or
• use a different work.

WHAT DO YOU WANT TO DO WITH THE 
WORK? IS THE WORK LICENSED FOR 
THIS TYPE OF USE?
(e.g. Library license, Open Access, 
Creative Commons)

IS THERE A LICENSING AGREEMENT OR 
STATEMENT SPECIFICALLY DISALLOWING 
THIS USE OF THE WORK?
(e.g. website terms of use, 
restrictions on Library license) 

IS THE WORK PROTECTED BY A TECHNOLOGICAL 

(e.g. password or download-blocker)

ARE YOU THE CREATOR OF THE WORK? 
If so, do you own copyright in the work?
Or have you retained the right to use it for 
this purpose, or to use a different version 
(e.g. a pre-print)?
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All works must be legally obtained. 
Works must be properly cited. 07/2019
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