ENSC 461-894 Literature Review Workshop			       Annie Jensen, Engineering Librarian
Summer 2011								anniej@sfu.ca | 778.782.7419

What is a Literature Review?:  http://tiny.cc/3ybkt 

A literature review:
Gives your reader background information regarding your own research, demonstrates your familiarity with research in your field, and shows how your work contributes one more piece in the puzzle of expanding the knowledge base in your field.  


A good literature review helps you:
[image: ]

Key Resources for Literature Searching:
Engineering Science Library Research Guide: http://tiny.cc/vfvuy	
· Recommends the best books, databases, reference/background sources, and websites for Engineering Science research.  
· Standards, Patents, Handbooks, Conference Proceedings 
· Writing and citing guides; current awareness tools
ISI Web of Knowledge Citation Index: http://tiny.cc/rz5pz 
· Find out who cited a particular journal article and who was cited in a particular journal article.
ISI Journal Citation Reports Impact Factors:  http://tiny.cc/1ycyt
· Provides the impact factor (the relative importance of journals within a given field) and other citation data for 8,400 scholarly and technical journals worldwide.
Journal Title Changes: http://tiny.cc/rx7n7 
Ulrich's Periodicals Directory:  http://tiny.cc/w56va
· Bibliographic information on over 240,000 journals, magazines, and newspapers sourced from over 130,000 publishers in some 200 countries, classified under 950 subject headings. 
Journal Abbreviations: http://tiny.cc/876xv
Theses: http://www.lib.sfu.ca/help/publication-types/theses 
UBC Library Guide to Alternative Energy Research: http://tiny.cc/71vbj
· SFU doesn’t have access to everything here, but the associations, lists/newsgroups, and website sections are very useful.
Fundamental Search Strategies:
· Use quotation marks to search for an exact phrase
· Example: “educational technology”
· Use truncation (*) to search for related words
· Example: technolog* will search for technology, technologies, technological, etc. 
· Boolean operators AND and OR used to join keywords in database searching
· Use AND to narrow or focus the search (using key words/terms)
· Example: technology AND literacy
· Use OR to expand your search results (using related words/concepts)
· Example: literacy OR reading OR writing 
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Writing and Information Management Resources:
SFU Guide to Writing in the Sciences: http://tiny.cc/876xv
RefWorks Citation Management Tool:  http://www.lib.sfu.ca/my-library/refworks 
Current Awareness Tools: http://tiny.cc/f7mys 

Getting More Help                                          			Annie Jensen, Liaison Librarian for Engineering Science                                                               
                                                                                                 		                       anniej@sfu.ca | 778.782.7419
ANY librarian can help you, in a variety of ways:  http://www.lib.sfu.ca/help/ask-us/
SFU Learning Commons:  http://learningcommons.sfu.ca/ 
· Help with writing, organizing, researching, etc. 
· Workshops, one-on-one consultations, read-ahead services for grad students

Please take this 2 minute survey, to help improve future library instruction, and ask any questions you may have.  
http://websurvey.sfu.ca/survey/83084981
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Distinguish what has been done from what needs to be done
Discover important variables relevant to the topic
Synthesize and gain a new perspective

Identify relationships between ideas and practice

Establish the context of the topic or problem

Rationalize the significance of the problem

Enhance and acquire the subject vocabulary

Understand the structure of the subject

Relate ideas and theory to applications

. Identify the main methodologies and research techniques that have

been used

. Place the research in a historical context to show familiarity with

state-of-the-art developments.




