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Outline

Â I: Introduction

Â II: How to find information:
ïConcept generation

ïLibrary catalogue

ïJournal articles

ïHuman Relations Area Files

ïGovernment Information

Â III: Evaluation of sources

Â IV: Where to get help



II: Search Techniques

Â General to specific

Â Use your assigned readings or texts to find 
more information
ïAdditional terminology, bibliographical 

references, etc.

Â Use encyclopaedias or other general 
reference tools like Oxford Reference Online 
or the Handbook of North American Indians
to define your topics

Â Break your research topic down into 
keywords



Oxford Reference Online

Â *Only 5 can use it at any single time

ÂGood point of departure if youôre just 
starting out

ÂContains: 

ïOxford Companion to Archaeology

ïDynasties of the World

ïA Dictionary of World History



Example

What is the current state of 
health among First Nations 
peoples in northern Canada



Example

What is the current state of 
health among First Nations
peoples in northern Canada



Example

Health

First 
Nations

health care/services, 
medicine, well-being, 
diabetes

native, aboriginal, metis, 
indigenous, inuit, dene, 
dogrib, chippewyan

Northern
Canada

Northwest Territories, 
Nunavut, Yukon, Northern 
British Columbia, Alaska(?)



What next?

ÂCombine search terms using ñAnd, Or, 
Notò

Example: 

health or medicine or diabetes

and
native or aboriginal or first nations

and
Nunavut or Northwest Territories or Yukon



Is there more?

ÂTruncation

ïWay to search for more by typing less

ÂUsually an ó*ôsymbol but sometimes a 

ó?ô (Anthropological Literature and JSTOR)

ÂExample:

ïcanad* = canada, canadian, canadians

ïlabo* = labour or labor



Information, Information, 
Information

Â Ethnographies

Â Research articles

Â Books

Â Theses

Â Governmental 
Reports

Â Non-governmental 
reports

Â News articles

Â Documentaries

Â Oral histories

Â Non-traditional 
narratives

Â Correspondence

Â Legislation

Â ???
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Searching for Books

ÂWhy books?

ïReview of the literature

ïBroader coverage than journal articles

ïContain references to further research

ÂKeyword searching using phrases and 
óAnd, Or, Notô

ÂSubject Headings



Searching for Journal 
Articles

ÂWhy Journal articles?
ïCurrent

ïSpecific to topic

ïShorter but contain many references

ïShould always be available and never 
taken outé

ÂSearchable through article or citation 
databases


